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What is claimed is : 

£a\sA^1. A method of trial purchase for allowing users 
of a plurality of terminals connected to /commodity 
providing means through a network to experience a 
purchase procedure of a commodity provided from said 
5 commodity providing means through sai,d network , said 
method comprising the steps of: 

displaying information on a commodity provided 
from said commodity providing means for trial purchase on 
.'r said terminal; and 

•fj 10 performing said purchase procedure for trial 



in 
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purchase by the user using sai/ terminal, 



2. The method of trial purchase according to 
claim l f further comprising the steps of: 

previously storing a destination of said 
commodity for trial purchase; and 

providing said commodity for trial purchase to 
said previously stored destination when said commodity 
for trial purchase is specified on said terminal. 



3. The method of trial purchase according to 
claim 1, f urthey^comprising the steps of: 

previously storing a destination of said 
commodity forytrial purchase; 

displaying said previously stored destination 
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on said terminal when said commodity for tjnLal purchase 
is specified on said terminal; and 

designating said previously stored destination 
or a newly designated destination as y a destination of 
10 said commodity. 



4 . The method of trial purchase according to 
claim 3, further comprising tlie step of storing said 
newly designated destination^ 



"1 5. The method of trial purchase according to 

s|| / 

J| claim 1, wherein said commodity for trial purchase is 



in 



free of charge. 



6. The methbd of trial purchase according to 
claim 2, wherein/ said commodity for trial purchase is 
free of charge, 1 

( 

/ 

I 

7. The method of trial purchase according to 



claim 3, wherein said commodity for trial purchase is 
free of charge. 

%/ The method of trial purchase according to 
claim/4 , wherein said commodity for trial purchase is 
free 'of charge. 
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^9. A trial purchase system comprising: 
a plurality of terminals; and/ 
commodity providing means connected to said 
plurality of terminals through a network for displaying 
information on a commodity for trial' purchase on said 
terminal and providing said commodity for trial purchase 
to a destination designated on sai^d terminal when said 
commodity for trial purchase is specified on said 
terminal . 



10. The trial purchase ^system according to claim 9, 
wherein said commodity providing means includes means for 
previously storing said destination and providing said 
commodity for trial purchase to said previously stored 
destination when said commodity for trial purchase is 
specified on said terminal. 



11. The trial purchase system according to claim 9, 
wherein said commodity providing means includes means for 

previously storing said destination and providing said 

/ 

commodity for trial/ purchase to a newly designated 
destination when said commodity for trial purchase is 
specified on said/ terminal and said new destination is 
designated therefor. 



12. The trial purchase system according to claim 
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11, wherein said commodity providing means includes means 
for storing said newly designated destination. 



13. The trial purchase system according to claim 
10 , further comprising customer information storing means 
for storing information on said destinations. 



14. The trial purchase system according to claim 
11, further comprising customer information storing means 



ip for storing information on said destinations 



15. The trial purchase system according to claim 
12, further comprising customer information storing means 
for storing information on said .(destinations . 



16. The trial purchase system according to claim 9, 
O . . . / 

;*& further comprising commodity /information storing means 
for storing information on s^id commodity. 



17. The trial purchase system according to claim 
10, further comprising commodity information storing 
means for storing information on said commodity. 



18. The trial purchase system according to claim 
11, further comprising commodity information storing 
means for storing information on said commodity. 
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19. The trial purchase system according to claim 

12, further comprising commodity information storing 

means for storing information on said commodity. 

/ 

/ 

/ 

20. The trial purchase system according to claim 

13, further comprising commodity information storing 

/ 

means for storing information on said commodity. 

21. The trial purchase system according to claim 

14, further comprising commodity information storing 
means for storing information on said commodity. 

22. The trial purchase system according to claim 

15, further comprising commodity information storing 
means for storing information on said commodity. 

^23. Backup means for use in the trial purchase 
system according to claim 13, said backup means 
comprising means for holding the information on the 
destinations stored in said customer information storing 
means . 

I 

/ 

24. Backup means for use in the trial purchase 
system according ^to claim 14, said backup means 
comprising means' for holding the information on the 



destinations stored in said customer information storing 
5 means, / 

25. Backup means for use in the tr/ial purchase 
system according to claim 15, said backup means 
comprising means for holding the information on the 
destinations stored in said customer/ information storing 
5 means . / 



2 26. Backup means for use in the trial purchase 

system according to claim 16, s^aid backup means 
comprising means for holding the commodity information 

Hi / 

jrt stored in said commodity information storing means. 
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27. Backup means for /use in the trial purchase 
system according to clainy47, said backup means 
comprising means for holding the commodity information 
stored in said commodity information storing means. 

/ 

28. Backup means for use in the trial purchase 
system according to claim 18, said backup means 
comprising means for holding the commodity information 

stored in said commodity information storing means. 

/ 

/ 

29. Backup/means for use in the trial purchase 
system according^ to claim 19, said backup means 
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comprising means for holding the commodity information 
stored in said commodity information storing means . 



30. Backup means for use in the^trial purchase 
system according to claim 20, said backup means 
comprising means for holding the commodity information 
stored in said commodity information storing means. 



31. Backup means for use /in the trial purchase 
system according to claim 21, /said backup means 
comprising means for holding^ the commodity information 
stored in said commodity information storing means. 



32. Backup means /for use in the trial purchase 
system according to claim 22 , said backup means 
comprising means for/holding the commodity information 
stored in said commodity information storing means. 



33. The trial purchase system according to claim 9, 
wherein said commodity providing means includes means for 
providing said commodity for trial purchase at no charge. 

^ 34. I'K method of gathering customer information on 

/ 

users of a plurality of terminals from said terminals 
connected to a network, said method comprising the steps 
of: / 
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5 providing said terminal with information on a 

commodity for trial purchase to allow experience of a 
procedure of commodity purchase through said network; and 

causing entry of customer information on a 
user who makes an order for a commodity^based on said 
10 commodity information into said terminal, when said order 
is received. j 

i 

I 

35. The method of gathering customer information 
according to claim 34, wherein sai'd customer information 

/ 

is previously stored and said previously stored customer 

/ 

information is changeable when ^said commodity for trial 
purchase is ordered on said terminal. 

36. The method of gathering customer information 
according to claim 35, further comprising the step of 
storing the name of said ^commodity for trial purchase in 
correspondence with the^customer information of said user 
who ordered said commodity. 

/ 

/ 

37. The method*" of gathering customer information 
according to claim /34, wherein said commodity for trial 
purchase is free df charge. 



38. The method of gathering customer information 
according to claim 35, wherein said commodity for trial 
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purchase is free of charge. 



39. The method of gathering customer information 
according to claim 36, wherein said commodity for trial 
purchase is free of charge. 



1 / / 4 0. A customer information gathering system 
comprising: 

a plurality of terminals; and 
information gathering means connected to said 



N 5 plurality of terminals through a /network for providing 
lil said terminal with information on a commodity for trial 

m I 

\\\ purchase to allow experience of a procedure of commodity 

12 purchase through said network /and requiring entry of 

m / 

;L customer information on a user who makes an order for a 

*|r 10 commodity based on said commodity information when said 

*s=f ■ / 

I- order is received .7 

,j . 

41. The customer information gathering system 
according to claim 40, wherein said information gathering 
means includes means for previously storing said customer 

information and allowing a change in said previously 

/ 

5 stored customer information when said commodity for trial 
purchase is ordered on said terminal. 



42. The customer information gathering system 

/' 
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according to claim 41, wherein said inf ormat/ion gathering 
means includes means for storing the name of said 
commodity for trial purchase in correspondence with the 
customer information of said user who ordered said 
commodity • 



43. The customer information ^gathering system 
according to claim 41, further comprising customer 
information storing means for storing said customer 
information. / 



44. The customer information gathering system 
according to claim 42, further comprising customer 
information storing means for storing said customer 
information. 

45. The customer information gathering system 
according to claim 40, further comprising commodity 
information storing means for storing said information on 
said commodity. 

46. The customer information gathering system 
according to claim 42, further comprising commodity 
information storing means for storing said information on 
said commodity. 



47. The customer information gathering system 
according to claim 43, further comprising commodity 
information storing means for storing said information on 
said commodity. 



48. The customer information gathering system 
according to claim 44, further comprising Commodity 
information storing means for storing said information on 

said commodity. / 

/ 

/ 

49. Backup means for use in the 'customer 

information gathering system according to claim 43, said 

/ 

backup means comprising means for holding said customer 

/ 

£ information stored in said customer' information storing 

g / 

iji 5 means. j 
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50. Backup means for use in the customer 

/ 

information gathering system according to claim 44, said 

/ 

backup means comprising means/ for holding said customer 
information stored in said customer information storing 

means . / 

/ . 

51. Backup means for use in the customer 



information gathering system according to claim 45, said 

i 

backup means comprising means for holding said commodity 
information stored in/said commodity information storing 
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52. Backup means for use in the customer 
information gathering system according to claim 46, said 
backup means comprising means for holding said commodity 
information stored in said commodity information storing 



means . 



53. Backup means for use in the customer 

/ 

information gathering system according to claim 47, said 



backup means comprising means for holding said commodity 

/ 

information stored in said commodity information storing 
means . / 

54. Backup means for use in the customer 
information gathering system according to claim 48, said 
backup means comprising means for holding said commodity 
information stored in said commodity information storing 
means . ' ■ 

55. The customer information gathering system 
according to claim 40, wherein said information gathering 
system includes means for providing said commodity for 
trial purchase at no charge. 

56. A selling system, connected to a plurality of 



31 



terminals through a network and held by a compciny, 
organization or the like providing a commodity in 
response to an order from said plurality o± terminals, 
for providing a commodity for trial purchase for allowing 

users of said terminals to experience a purchase 

/ 

procedure of said commodity to a destination designated 
on said terminal, said selling system comprising means 
for displaying information on said/ commodity for trial 
purchase on said terminal and making an order to provide 
said commodity for trial purchase to said destination 
designated on said terminal when said commodity is 
specified on said terminal. 



57. The selling systfem according to claim 56, 
further comprising means/ for providing said commodity for 
trial purchase at no charge. 

/' 

58. Backup means comprising means for holding 
functions of said selling system according to claim 56 
and information accumulated in said selling system. 



59. Backup means comprising means for holding 
functions of said selling system according to claim 57 
and information accumulated in said selling system. 



